® 

* 
2 
Wo 
4 

| 


Ingratitude. 5 


RMO 


f Preschad in be 
ovember 5. 1717. 


* 


d 
> 
O 
D. 
2 


&E 


. . 


„„ "LON BU 


Printed for E. Sc AD GELL in Bartholomew-Cloſe; 
5 1717. . e 


The Guilr at Infamy of National 


” I TE AS 
'* M8 
r + * 
4 ** = ITE 
hrs Ne * 18 
* Jes z - * 
27 9 £4 
" - &* # 
» 
+; 
2 
— 
1 
* 
2 
4 * 


— .. ; 
Jn 1 = f 
—— — 
: Nr OO bo Log * 
— — 7 | . 
* 
4 1 5 * bd 
* \ 


o 
— 
cw _ — 
1 *. * 
—— . . . 
* 
Pac REIT 
Bo e — 
— 
k . 
. 
4 4 
* 
8 * 
* . 
* 
. 
. 
* * * * 
* 
* . 
. 
4%. 
LY 
— * — 6 —U 2 
v 
th A 
a 
— 8 
* 1 
* 
— x <6 
. IJ * —_ 
e * 
* * 
x 1 * 
. x - 
* 
. 
* * * 
* 
k * 
— 
3 
. * 
* 
* 
. 
* 
— 
1 * , 
* * * — * 
* —— 
1 0 * * 
0 
4 ! 
* - . b p 
4 
* —— 
\ — 
* 
* 
* 
- — 
o 
* 
- 
— 3 


4 4 


—̃ —ę—„—ö 


4 nm 


UE (C0 PAC FICOPACHPEIGHED @ 
CC 


——— 


— | 


58885850. 8888.0 = 66888 


J ups. VIII. Ver. 34; 35. 


And the Children of Iſrael remem- 


bred not the LoRD their God, 
. who had delivugred them out of tht 


Hands of all their Enemies on every 


ſide Neither ſhewed they Kind- 
neſs to the Houſe of Jerubbaal, 
namely Gideon, according to all the 
Goodneſs he had ſherwed unto Iſrael. 


F are told by the Apoſtle Paul, that 
— BI the Sacred Hiſtory of the Church of 
pr the Jews f was written for our Admoni- 
tion. Tt muſt be much for our Advan- 


>] . . 
SY tage therefore, to be well read in this 


Hiſtory. It is at once entertaining and inſtructive. 


The Narration pleaſes, and juſt Reflections upon 


what we read, will much direct our Conduct and 


Behaviour. 1 | 
Fo this Reaſon I think it very proper to make 
ſome Remarks at this time, on the Circumſtances of 


Hiſtory related in theWords reds the Behaviour 
of God's own People heretofore, towards himſelf, 


and towards a Perſon he had made ſignally ſervice- 
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able to them, by delivering them from the foreſt 
Calamity that ever befell them, during the Admi- 
niſtration of the Judges; when the Amalekites, 
Midianites, and Arabians, pour'd in ſuch Multi- 
tudes upon the Land as ſwept away all the In- 
creaſe of the Ground. After this Deliverance it 
is here ſaid, that the Children of ael remembred 
not Go p, nor did they make any. fit Requital to 
Gideon, and his Family. Upon this Paſſage I ſhall _ 
make ſome proper Obſervations, and then apply 
what ſhall be ſaid to the Purpoſe of the Day. 
- Taz Obſervations Ihave to make on the Words 
are theſe, viz. Firſt, +: OY 


I. Ir is a very great Mercy to any People to be deliver- 
ed from the Power of Enemies. This is plainly im- 
t... ES 
II. Secondly, THAT GOD expects to be own'd 
For the Deliverer of a People, whatever Inſtrument he 
employs under him, in working their Deliverance. They 
remembred not Go p, who delivered them from the 
Hands of their Enemies. fe 
III. Thirdly, Ir muſt be an heinous Sin in any Peo- 
ple, and leave a Mark of peculiar Infamy upon their 
Character, to forget the God of their Salvation. The 
Paſſage is left upon Record, to charge the Jews 
with heinous Guilt in this Conduct, and brand 
them for it, that others may take warning and 
avoid the like. | F 
IV. Fourthly, Ir is no wonder that a People who can 
forget GOD their Deliverer, ſhould be ungrateful to 
the Inſtruments of their Deliverance. This I think is 
juſtly to be inferred from the Connexion of the 
two Branches of this Charge. They remembred 
not Go p, neither ſhewed Kindneſs to Gideon. And, 
V. Laftlh, THAT however GOD is to be ouned 


as the Author of our Bleſſings, Gratitude is never the 
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rin to the Benefit we receive by them.” I ſhall * 
to theſe i in order. CEE | 


1. Firſt, Is ic a wery great Mercy 1 Nen 10. 


be delivered out of the Power of Enemies, The whole 


Paſſage intimates this. Had it not been a great 
Favour to this People to be delivered out of their 
Enemics Hands, 'they had not been chargeable 


with fach horrid Ingratitude. But indeed this 


Propoſition is ſelf-evident. The Senſe being known, 
the Mind can't withold Aſſent to the Truth. 

Ir is a great Privilege to be kept out of the 
Power of Enemies ; to have them reſtrained from 


doing us harm. But it is a much greater Bleſſing, 


at leaſt what will yield more ſenſible Satisfaction, 
to be delivered out 157 their Hands, when they have 
prevailed againſt us, and we have felt the Weight 
of their oppreſſing Power; and greater ſtill to ſee 


this Power broken and wholly deſtroyed. Hence 


it is repreſented as a very ſignal Bleffing under 
the Reign of the Meſſabh, that his * People being 
delivered out of the Hands of their. Enemies, might 72 


Go without Fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs al 


their Days. 


AN D we find no Mercy of any temporal kind 


more inſiſted on in Scripture, more frequently men- 
tioned, or mentioned with greater 17 than 


the Deliverance of the Children of Iſrael, out of the Land 


of Egypt, and the Houſe of Bondage. This Gop often 
ſets before them, as the moſt cake Proof of his 


Love to them, and Concern for the ir Welfare. Nay, he 


prefaces the Law of the two Tables with this De- 


claration, f I am the Lo RD thy GO, who brought 


thee ” of the Land of Egypt, _ the Houſe of "How. | 
As if this were the greateſt Motive that 


could be offered them, to Meh their Obedience 


to. 
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to Divine Commands. And how often doth the 
ſame occur, and how much is it inſiſted upon in 
* other places of Scripture ? From whence it is 
plain, that even in Account of Go p himſelf, it is 
a great Bleſſing to be delivered from the Power of 
Enemies, and live quiet from their Oppreſſions and 
Injuries, or the frightful Apprehenſions of them. 
AND the Mercy riſes in proportion to the Power, 
the Craft, the Malice or Cruelty of Enemies. The 
more their Power is to hurt, the more formidable 
mult they be. And Craft and Art may ſupply 
the Defects of Might. and Power, make Enemies 
terrible, whoſe meer Might may not be equal to 
their Malice. Enmity is alſo dreadful in propor- 
tion to the Spite and Rancour with which itis 
animated. But the worſt of all, I think, is when 
Men are, by the I:fluence of any religious Prin- 
ciples, ſtrip'd of Pity and Humanity, and will glut 
their Spite and Rage without any recoiling or re- 
morſe. Now the Mercy of being delivered from 
Enemies riſes in. proportion to the Reaſons for 
which their Enmity is formidable, whether arm- 
ed with Power, or enraged with Spite, or ſharpened 
with Craft, or envenom'd by the baneful Influence 
of miſtaken Principle. „ 5 
Bur when all theſe Reaſons unite, and Ene- 
mies have Power that is terrible, Malice that is im- 
placable ; and withal have Policy and Craft that can 
give Keenneſs to their Malice, and add Terror to 
their Power ; and moreover are prompted to uſe 
their Power, and employ their Craft, and gratify 


their Hatred and Spite ; nay, and even glut their 


lavage Thirſt for Blood, by Principles of Religion. 
When they are urged on to do all this Miſchief for 
God's ſake, and invade, oppreſs, torture and de- 
ſtroy, that they may by this ſan&ified Violence 
| | | take 


take Heaven by Storm, and merit a place in the 
Church triumphant above, by ſuch glorious Wars, 
ſuch holy Wrongs, and Robberies, and Murthers 
here below, how frightful muſt ſuch Enemies be, 
and how valuable a Privilege to be delivered out 

of their Hands ? To have their Power bounded, 
that they may not hurt at preſent, or broken, that 
they may hurt no more? Though at a diſtance the 
Terror of ſuch Enemies may diminiſh, and there- 
fore the Mercy of being delivered from them, yet 
would we place ourſelves within their reach, and 
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under their Power, we ſhould think ir a vaſt -Ad> = 


yantage to eſcape them. - EP HR 
- - Waren Jfael groaned under the EgypMan Servi- 
tude, they thought the Burthen inſupportable, and 
how earneſtly did they wiſh to have it removed? 
And when no way lay open for their Eſcape, how 
ready were they to fink under the Load? How of- 
ten did they enlarge in their Thoughts on the hap- 
py Circumſtances of a Free People, and teize and 
torment themſelves by thinking, that they were all 
the while moſt wretched Slaves to an inſolent and 
eruel Tyrant? What would they have given in 
their Thoughts to have been freed from this op- 
preſſing Power ? And yet this fooliſh and ungrate- 
ful People no ſooner met with Hardſhips in the 
Wilderneſs, hut all Remembrance of their former 
Agonies was loſt, and they were mad upon return- 
ing back to Egypt, and the Houſe of Bondage. So 
ſoon is a Senſe, both of Danger and Deliverance, 
apt to wear off from our Minde. a 
Bur it is under the preſent Weight of Oppreſ- 
ſion, or the near Proſpect of our Enemies Succeſs, 
and the Ravages and Cruelties they will commit, 
that we form the beſt Judgment how dreadful they 
are, and what a Bleſſing it is to be delivered from 
them. And in this View both the Miſery and the 
Mercy look great indeed. And ſuch they truly 
1 „„ „ 
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1 ungrateful theyg Whodropetia Senſe 


of their Deliverance out of their Minds, and forget 
how much they are Debtors#to Gop for it. But, 

II. Secondly, Gor expects 10 be owned as+he Deliverer | 
of a People, whatever Inſtruments he employs in work» 
ing their Deliverance. I was Gob who delivered Iſ- 
rael here from all their Enemies on every fide. It was he 
who * called Gideon to this Service, who f ſpirited 
him for the Undertaking ; it was he who f choſe 


out for him his little Army, and * delivered the 


great Hoſt of Midian into "(heir hands. And here 
he juſtly challenges the Honour of this Deliverance 
to himſelf. There were indeed ſome peculiar. Cir» 
eumſtances in this caſe, and an extraordinary: Inter- 
poſure of Divine Power; but it will in general hold 
good, that whatever Deliverance is wrought for any 
People, and by whatever Inſtruments, the Honour 
of it is due to Gop, and he Juſtly expects it ſhould 
be render d to him. 

David very frequently ſpeaks of him as his Deli- ; 
verer, and prays to him, and pays his Thanks un- 


der this Character, and that too when he has no re- 


ſpect to any extraordinary Appearances of Divine 
Power, but the common Conduct of his Providence. 
t Let the Gop of my Salvation, ſaith he, be exalted; it 
is Gop that avengeth me, and fubdueth the People under 
me; it is he who delivereth me from mine Enemies. And 
it is obvious to all who conſult the Context, that he. 
{peaks of the Succeſles he had in his Wars, ſome of 
which might perhaps be uncommon, but many of 
them were attended with no peculiar Interpoſure of 
Providence, more than the ſucceſsful Wars and Vic- 
tories of other Princes. Yet David is careful to aſ- 
cribe all his own Succeſſes and Deliverances, all the. 
Defeats his nen had received, to Gov ; : and 
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this as an Act of due and expected Homage, what 
muſt be naturally owing to Gop, upon the Acknow- 
ledgment of his Providence. „ 
TnIS, as we are told in Holy Scripture, ex- 
tends even to Sparrows, not one of them falls to the 
Ground without our Heavenly Father, And if his Pro- 
vidence is concern'd about them, and has the Su- 
1 Conduct of all that concerns them, to be ſure 
e is equally concern'd about more excellent Crea- 
tures, and by Parity of Reaſon for Bodies of ſuch, 
as well as for particular Perſons. And therefore no- 
thing can happen to them, but with his Knowledge 
and Concern, and under his Direction. If there be 
Calamities in any f City or Country, they are of 
Gop. If a People are put into the Power of their 
Enemies, it is Gop who # delivers them into their 
hands. And if they be again ſet free from the Power 
and Oppreſſion of Enemies, it is he who delivereth 
them“ out of their hand. Whoever reads and believes 
What is contain'd in the Holy Scriptures, can make 
no difficulty about this Truth. T2 
Ax if Gop be Principal in all the Deliverances 
of a People, and Inſtruments act in it by Power re- 
ceived from him, and under his Influence and Di- 
rection, is it any Wonder he ſhould expect Acknow- 
ment to be made of this, or Thanks rendered to 
| him ? Is 1t not plainly Negle& and Injury, to over- 
Took his Concern in the Deliverance, or pay him no 
Thanks for it? Whatever Regard is due to Inſtru- 
| ments, they are ſtill but Inſtrumenrs, and much 
more muſt certainly be due to him who acts by 
them; and not only impowers and ſpirits them for 
the Work, but inclines them to undertake, and car- 
ries them through it. God is therefore pleaſed to 
animadvert upon it, as a very ſenſeleſs and wp 
Ee: 6 


n 
2 


—_ FR WY — — 


**. Jer. xv. 21. 


* Matt. x. 29. f Am ill. 6. + II Chron. vi. 36. 


_ 5 gr EO 5 
10 . The Guilt and Infamy 5 
ful Carriage in his People, not to know that every 
common National Bleſſing was his Gift, or, not to 
live under the Senſe of it. She did not know that I 
gave her Corn and Nine, and Oil, and multiplied her 
Silver and Gold. And certainly Deliverance from 
the Danger or Oppreſſion of Enemies is as much to 
be attributed to him. Tis what he hath a Right 
to, and certainly requires from us. 
III. Thirdly, Ir is an heinous Sin in any People, and 
muſt leave a peculiar Mark of Infamy on their Character, 
z0 forget the God of their Salvation. It was the Sin 
of Hfrael in my Text, that they remembred not God, 
who delivered them out of the hand of their Enemies on every 
fide. And their Conduct is here left upon Record, 
under a Note of Diſgrace; That God ſhould 
be ſo ſoon forgotten by them, who had very lately 
appeared ſo ſignally for them. Enemies had inva- 
ded them formidable for their Power, Malice and 
Barbarity, who made their very Cattel f eat up the 
Product of the Land, to ſtarve the Inhabitants. In 
this Diſtreſs God raiſed up Gideon, and with an 
handful of Men made him victorious over the uni- 
ted Forces of the Eaſt, and clear d the Land of theſe 
Invaders. But hardly was Gideon cold in his Grave, 
before God was forgotten. Aſſoon as they were 
out of Danger, they had very mean thoughts of Gi- 
deon's Perſon or Performance, or of that Rout which 
God by him gave to Midian. The Deliverance it- 
ſelf looked very inconſiderable, if all Remembrance 
of it was not utterly loſt. And it is no wonder if 
the Author of the Deliverance ſhould be then for- 
gotten too. Two things are eſpecially implied, I 
think, in this Charge: 5 | 

1. Eirft, Tn had fo far forgotten Gop, their 
Deliverer, as to pay him no Thanks for the Deliverance. 
They had lolt the Senſe of the Mercy, and forgot- 
| | | | ten 
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ten to be orateful for it. in: Gon expects that very ſig- 
nal Mercies youchſated to a People, even in Gene- 
_ rations paſt, ſhould yet be kept in Remembrance. 
Why elſe did he charge Moſes to leave that * Song 
upon Record? Or the f Eſalmiſt tell us, that CD 
eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a Law in 
Iſrael, that his wondrous Works ſhould be made 
known by the Fathers to their Children, that the Gene- 
rations to come might know them, even the C hildren which 
ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their 
Children, that they might put their Hope in God, and not 
forget the Works of the Loxp. Nay, this was to be 
done with the utmoſt || Care and Diligence, Hence - 
it is that ſo ** many Pſalms are compoſed to cele- 
brate the former Mercies of God to the People of 
Ifrael, eſpecially their Deliverance from Egypt, and 
Settlement in Canaan. And if Gop demands a Tri- 
bute of Praiſe from this Generation, for Mercies be- 
ſtowed on their Forefathers, he muſt expect alſo 
} their Acknowledgment of Mercies vouchſafed tq 
themſelves, eſpecially if they bear any proportion 
to thoſe of ancient Times, or have any thing in 
them grear and diſtinguiſhing. 

ISRAEL is therefore juſtly charged with Sin, 
with heinous Sin, and left infamous upon Record, 
for having ſo ſoon loſt the grateful Senſe of that 
great Deliverance Gop had given them by Gideon. 
And had there been any among them fo prodigi- 

| ouſly wicked, as to endeavour to depretiate the 

Mercy, and lefſen the common Eſteem of it, by ſug- 
geſting to others that *twas a very inconſiderable 
Benefit they had obtained, if any at all, and that 
their Caſe had been as good (if not better), had 
the People of the Eaſt been ſtill in the Heart of their 
Long cating up all their Increaſe, as it was now 
B 2 hae 
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Character of Perſons ſtupidly Ingrate. But, 


of falſe Gods with his. h ” . 
Tuns often is the Language of Scripture to be 


every thing is implied that follows from it, by natu- 
| | R © Yes PO 3h lh” 8 3 OE, : 15 : ral ; 
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they were expelled, and themſelves again governed 


by their own Laws, ſecured in all their Properties, 


and left to enjoy the Fruit of their own Lands. I 


ſay, had there been any among them ſo wicked, I 
believe they would have paſſed in this Paſſage under 
a diſtinguiſhing Note of Infamy. This was not 


only to Injure their great Deliverer themſelves, by 


withholding their own Tribute of Thanks, but to 
endeavour to efface the grateful Impreſſion of the 
Mercy out of the Minds of others: Twas not only a 


treaſonable Intention and Attempt to rob Gop of 


the Honour due to his Name, but doing him a Spite 


alſo, as if the Perſons guilty of it could not be eaſy 
till they had brought all within their Influence, to be 


as inſenſible of Divine Favours as themſelves. 
Hap there been any ſuch among them therefore, 


I doubt not but they had been charged with pecu- 


lar Guilt, and loaded with Infamy. But as we find 
no Characters of this kind, tis but charitable to 
think there were none who deſerved them. Thoſe 
who had only forgotten the Mercy, are here ſeverely 
cenſured, and left upon record, under the hateful 


o 


2. Secondly, Taz Phraſe ſeems to imply, that they 


had ſo far forgotten Gow, as to fall back into [dolatry, 


and deſert his Worſhip. They did not ſo remember 


Go, as to aſſert his Rights, attend his Worſhip, 
obſerve his Laws, and keep at due diſtance from 
their Idolatrous Neighbours. They again grew too 
familiar with the ancient Inhabitants of the Coun- 
try ; had at leaſt ſome criminal Inclinations towards 


their /dols, if they did not join with them in the 


Worſhip of their Falſe Gods, and either actually 
forſook the Loxp their Gov, or mixed the Worſhip 


underſtood, Where one thing only is ex preſſed, yet 
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* 


LES. 


of National Ingratitude. 13 
ral or neceſſary Conſequence. Now the forgetting 
Divine Favours, is the direct way to drop himſelf 
out of our Minds. And when once we have loſt 
ſight of Go, it is natural and almoſt neceſſary to 
diſregard his Service, and pay him no Honour, Wor- 
ſhip or Obedience. And, in his account, it is all 
one whether we entirely forget him, or ſo far as to 
negle& the Duty and Service we owe him. For he 
is never truly known or remembred, any farther than 
our Knowledge and Remembrance ſuitably affect 
our Hearts, and govern our Lives, and influence us 
to Love, and Reverence, and Worſhip, and Obe- 
dience. So that if his Worſhip be neglected, and 
Idols placed in his room ; or if his Worſhip be cor- 
rupted with Idolatrous Rites, or Homage paid to 
him and Idols at the ſame time, and thus falſe Gods 
be ſet upon a level with him; or if his Laws be diſ- 
regarded, and no Obedienc@at all, or no hearty 
and exact Obedience rendred to them; Gop is for- 
gotten, that is, he is not remembred as Gop. 

- Tris ſeems to have been 1frael's Sin in the Text. 
They had very lately ſmarted for their Idolatry. 
Heathen Enemies were got into their Country; and 
by lawleſs Might had ſeized on all they had, and 
were eating them up; ſo that in their own Land 
they had nothing they could call their own, but both 
their Perſons and Poſſeſſions were at the Mercy of 
their Conquerors. Theſe were the ſad Effects of 
their Compliance with Idolaters before ; and yet no 
| ſooner is Gideon, the Inſtrument of their Salvation, 
dead, but we find them warping to the ſame Ido- 
latrous Practices. They ſhew a mighty Fondneſs for 
the Rites of Heathen Worſhip, if not an Abhorrence 
of the pure Inſtitutions of the Gop of Iſrael. And 
it is very probable, that many even of their Guides 
and Leaders pleaded for the Heathen Worſhip, and 
endeavoured to-palliate their grofs Idolatry, and per- 
fuade the People at leaſt to a Coalition ; to blend 
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Judaiſm and Heatheniſm, the Worſhip of the true 
 Gop and Idols; for that Moſes had reformed too 
far, and gone off beyond what was neceſſary from 
the common Uſages of the World. 

Howkvxn, there ſeems to have been a very quick 
and general Revolt from Go p, and the Purity of 
his Worſhip, which was very provoking to him, and 
the more provoking, for that it was the Iſſue of ſuch 
horrid Ingratitude. They firſt neglected to pay due 
Thanks for their Deliverance, and then blotted the 
Remembrance of Gop himſelf out of their Minds. 
They thought themſelves at preſent out of Danger, 
and till they ſhould have like need of Help from 
Gop again, they ſeem reſolved to drop him out of 
their Thoughts, and neglect his Worſhip and Com- 
mands. 

Tunis the Text ſpeaks of in the ſoft Terms of not 
remembring Gop. Hut it was indeed a Neglecting 
and Affronting him. *Twas treating him with In- 
dignity and Contempt. And little did ae! think 
they ſhould ſo quickly need the ſame Help, againſt i 
the Philiftines and the Children of Ammon, as they | 
lately had againſt Midian, and the Children of the 
Eaſt. 

How juſtly doth ſo ſottiſh a Temper ſtand upon 
Record in the Word of Truth, with a Blot upon it ? 
A People that could ſo ſoon return to the Wicked- 
neſs for which they had ſo ſeverely ſmarted, and - 
forget and forſake Gop, even their Gop, who had 
done ſo many wonderful things for them, and in their 
greateſt Calamities ſhewn himſelf mindful of them, 
notwithſtanding their Proyocations, deſerve to be 
thus branded, that Poſterity may fear and beware of 
the like Crimes. Bur 1 proceed. 

IV. Fourthly, Ir is no wonder that a People who 
forget G O D their Deliverer, ſhould be ungrateful ta 
the Inſtruments of their Deliverance. We find both 
theſe Faults in cloſe Connexion here. They who did 

not 
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not remember Go D, who delivered them from all 
their Enemies, forgot Gideon too. They ſhewed 
none of that reſpe& to his Memory, nor that re- 
gard to his Family which his Kindneſs to them had 
merited. Otherwiſe they would never have pre- 
ferred the Intereſt of a {ſpurious Pretender before 
his Legitimate Offspring, and countenanc'd Abi- 
melech in the Murther of his Brethren, and the Uſur- 
pation of the Sovereignty, by ſuch an Act of unna- 

tural and outrageous Barbarity. But it is no won- 
der they ſhould be thus ungrateful to Inſtruments, 
who could ſo ſoon forget the Author of their De- 
liverance, and requite him with Injury and Con- 
tempt, with Diſobedience and Idolatry, for the 
miraculous Satvation he had vouchſated them. 
IN DEBED, Men who are led altogether by Senſe, 
can more eaſily perceive an earthly Benefactor, and 
their Obligation to him, than they can diſcern the 
Conduct of Providence, or the Intereſt and Con- 
cern of God in their Deliverances from Danger 
and Oppreſſion, or their comfortable and ſecure 
Enjoyment of the good things of Life: Let all 
Nations, however barbarous, and all civilized Na- 
tions much more, have acknowledged a Deity, and 
the Concern of his Providence in all important 
Events at leaſt. Heathens have thereupon been 
ready to pay their Thanks for great Deliverances, 
or Succeſſes, to their Gods, as the Authors of 
them. Thus did the * Philiſtines triumph over Sam- 
fon. And f Sennacherib, in his blaſpheming Rant, 
endeavoured to poſſeſs the Hraelites, that their 
Confidence in Go was as vain as that, of other 
Nations he had conquered, in the ſeveral Gods 
which they owned. Now this carries an Intima- 
tion, that it was the general Sentiment among the 
Nations of the World in that Age, that ſuperiour 
8 or ew and 
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and inviſible Beings had the Direction of Affairs 
below; and that Nations are protected by a Di- 
vine Power. And hence a Notion prevailed gene- 
rally throughout the Heathen World, that particu- 
lar Nations were all under the Care of their Tutelar 
Deities. They all depended for Preſervation and Se- 
curity on ſome God or other. And I think it 
plainly appears from hence to be a Sentiment of 
Nature, and the Voice of common Reaſon, that the 
Concern of Providence is to be acknowledged in 
all National Affairs. However, certain it is, that 
all Nations, to whom Gop hath been pleaſed to 
make himſelf known ; and among whom he hath 
afterted his Providence, by ſignal Operations of 
Power, ſhould be ready to ſhow their Dependance 
upon him, by their Expectations from him, and 
Thankſgivings to him as the Caſe requires. 
Bur when, notwithſtanding ſuch Appearances 
of Divine Power for a People, the Supreme Agent 
is forgotten, it is no wonder the meer Inſtruments 
ſhould be over-looked and ſlighted: That Gideon 
ſhould be forgotten, and Gideon's Houle neglected, 
when Gop himſelf is not remembred, nor any 
grateful Senſe retained of the Deliverance he hath 
wrought. For the very ſame Reaſons that bring 
on Ingratitude to God, muſt alſo bring Diſreſpect 
and Slight upon the Inſtrument. The Senſe and 
Eſtimate of the Mercy leſſens as the diſtance of 
Time enlarges. And what leſſens at every Re- 
move, will by degrees wholly vaniſh and diſap- 
pear. And when the Mercy is eſteemed little or 
none, the Inſtrument and Author both muſt go 
without their Thanks. No grateful Homage will 
be rendred to the one, nor grateful Recompence 
or Reſpect to the other. Thus did the Iſraelites 
quickly * murmur againſt Moſes, after they were 
| | 80. 


- 


M— 


** 


—_— 


JW. ĩ 8 


"5 "0 


of National Ingratitude. 17 
got out of Egypt; ſoon had they forgotten f Foſhuas 
and very ſoon did they forget Gideon: They paid 
no Honour to his Memory, nor ſhewed reſpe& to 
his Deſcendants. | 5 F 
| AnD thoſe who own a Providence, and yet 
forget or diſeſteem the Favours of Heaven, will 
quickly forget any Inſtrument of Good that Gop 
uſes oh Earth. Ingratitude to Him can hardly 

conſiſt with Gratitude to Them. Thoſe who re- 
| fuſe the greater Duty can eaſily excuſe themſelves 
from the leſs : And he who has ſo little Senſe of 
Debt and Obligation as to forget Go p, can ne- 
ver make any great Conſcience of being grateful to 
Men. As faſt therefore as the Eſtimate of the 
| Mercy leflens, the Senſe'of the Obligation will 

abate, till at laſt tis wholly worn out, But, 
V. Laftlh, Howrver, GOD ä to be owned as 
3 the Author of all our Deliuverances, Gratitude is never- 

' theleſs a Debt to inferior Benefactors, and that in propor- 
tion to the Benefit we receive by them. It is here plain- 
ly intimated to be a Crime in the People of Hrael, 
that they did not ſhew Kindneſs to the Houſe of 
Jerublaal, or not proportion their Reſpe& to the 
Family he left behind, to that Kindneſs they re- 
ceived from him. And this implies that Go ↄ ex- 
pects we ſhould ſhew ourſelves grateful to the In- 
ſtruments of his Bounties and Favours; and that 
in proportion to the Good they have done us. 
Tux ſupreme Honour is indeed due to Go p. 
None may lay claim to what is his, and yet Inſtru- 
ments ſhould have the Reſpect that is due to 
them. And this Reſpe& muſt bear proportion to the 
Greatneſs of the Benefit received; and that not in 
itſelf meerly, but eſtimated alſo by the Circumſtances, 
As when the earthly Benefactor engages in the At- 
tempt upon Principles of Generoſity, out of Love 
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to Mank nd, Pity to thoſe in Diſtreſs, and juſt In- 
dignation againſt Tyrants and Oppreſſors. When 
he doth it at great hazard to himſelf, and puts his 
Honour, his Eſtate, his Life, his All tothe venture. 
When the Danger that threatens is imminent, the 
Sncceſs of the Enterprize dubious, the Power he is 
to encounter formidable; and yet he Yeadily en- 
gages in the Deſign, and offers himſelf to Danger. 


Should he miſcarry in the Attempt, all this muſt 


lay thoſe whom he endeavours to {ave under laſting 
Obligations, and ſhould make his Memory dear to 
them. But when God is pleaſed to honour and 
countenance his glorious Undertaking 4o far as to 
ſucceed it, and ſnatch a miſerable People from the 


Jaws of Death, this ſhould heighten their eſteem. 


To be ungratetul in ſuch Circumſtances to an infe- 
rior Bene factor, is to be ungrateful to G op him- 
ſelf. '*Tis putting a flight on one whom he delights 
to Honour: Eſpecially, if this Circumſtance be ad- 
ded to all the former, that no Help could be rea- 
ſonably expected by any other hand. | - + + 


 Evexy thing here concurs to demand Gratitude. 


To light the Deliverance, vilify the Deliverer, 


miſconſtrue his Inclinations, or forget his Memory, 
argues a very great Baſeneſs of Mind. But to 
trample on his Aſhes, to load his Memory with 


Reproach, and blot his Name with Detraction and 


Slander, is Outrage added to Ingratitude. It is 
Meanneſs of Spirit to inſult in this manner over a 
dead Enemy; but to uſe an eminent Benefactor 
th. s, is an Injury without a Name, and mult pro- 
ceed from a Mind degenerated and baſe to the laſt 
degree. We do not find the Mraelites were guilty 
of ſuch Outrage, as this in the Caſe before us. 
They did not fly in the Face of Gideon, after his 
Victory over Midian, when he held the Office of 
Chief Magiſtrate among them. They did not inſult 


his Aſhes, ard trample on his Memory, when he 
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to ſo wicked 8 Practice as this, and requite Bene- 
fieence with C 


their Obligations to him, and were jnfluenc'd no 


more to ſhew Reſpect to his Deſcendants and Suc- 
ceſſors, by calling to Mind his own good Offices. 


Now this doth. very evidently ſignify to us, 
that tho Ge a jealous GOD, and will nut give 
His Glory to and her, yet he expects that Mankind 


ſhould ſhew Reſpe& and Gratitude to the Inſtru- 
ments of his Favour, and their Deliverance and 
Salvation. For neglect of this he charges Aral 


here with Sin, and leaves them upon Record to 
all Generations with a Blot upon their Character. 
And the ſame Conduct in others is equally criminal 
and odious in itſelf, and muſt be therefore ſuch in 
his Account. 327129 | 2.530 


- JxD=+x»; Ingratitude, fuch flagrant Ingratitude! 


is a Crime of the baſeſt kind, and argues the utmaſt 
Degeneracy of Spirit; ſuch Pride, or ſuch Stupi- 


dity as is the laſt Reproach to humane Nature. Such 
Pride as catries in it the higheſt Conceit of felf- 
ſufficieney, and that we can never need, and there- 
fore may. deſpiſe the Help of others. Or ſuch Stu- 


pidity as ſhews us incapable of taſting a Benefit, 


or feeling any Obligation, or Bent of Mind to make 


any Acknowledgments. And hence it became a 
Proverb among civilized Heathens; Ingratum fi di- 
xeris, ammia dixeris, Call a Man ingrate, and you ſay 
all. that is Evil of him, in that one Word. There 


is no Wickedneſs, of which he may not be guilty, 


Who is chargeable with this Crime, either to 2 
Private, or more general Benefactor. Religion it- 
{elf is in a great meafure founded on the Obliga- 


gations of Gratitude to the great Author of our 


* 


Being; 
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20 The Guilt and Infamy = 
Being; and every thing that tends to deſtroy or 
weaken ſo noble a Principle of cheerful Duty and 
Obedience, muſt therefore be highly diſpleaſing to 
him. Hence he ſo often upbraids rael with Ingra- 
titude to himſelf, and leaves it upon Record to 
their laſting Diſhonour and Reproach here, that 
they who were ſo ungrateful to G op, did alſo fail 
in due Gratitude to their inferior Benefactors. x 


l 4 


Ap thus-have 1 gone over the Obſervations I 
made on this Paſlage, it remains now that what 
- been ſaid be applied to the Purpoſe of the 

Day. e | 
Ax here I am apt to think, you have in great 

part prevented me. How parallel the Caſe of Hrael 
in our Text, is to that of Britain, I mean of our 
part of Britain at preſent, is but too viſible and 

notorious. May it be our Care, not to incur our- 
ſelves the Blame and Infamy of the Sin condemned 
here; but to deprecate the Vengeance we have 
deſerved by that and other Sins; and pray earneſtly 
to Gob that it may be turned away from us. 

Bor we are come hither this Day to celebrate 
a double Deliverance, A Deliverance from the 
ſame Enemies; ſworn Enemies of our Religion and 
Liberties! Whoſe Will to deſtroy us is ever the | 
ſame, though the Methods wherein they purſue 
this Deſign are various. Thus did they differ in 
the two Caſes before us. In the firſt their Deſign 
was cloſe and covered, becauſe they could not hope 
fo carry it thorough by more open Methods. In 
the other, they were apprehenſive: of no Defeat, 
and therefare put on no Diſguiſe. They had Royal 
Authority on their ſide, and Armies, as they 
thought to back this Authority, and-therefore-ſu- 
ficient Power to carry their Point, and deſtroy at 
once our Civil Rights, and our Holy Religion ; and 
this purpoſe they avowed. And how great p 
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J wonderful was our Eſc ape ? The Difcovery of he 
- firſt Deſign, when every thing was ready to give 
the Blow; and the Defeat "of the other, when 
every thing ſeemed ripe for Execution, were at 
the time they ſeverally happen d thought very ſur- 
prizing. And when the Senſe of Danger was freſh 
upon the Minds of the Nation, they were * like 


Men that dreamed. Not in doubt whether they had 


made an eſcape, (for every one, but thoſe who were 
in the Plot for our Ruin, then thought the Neli- 
verance real and great) but out of ſurprize to ſee 
ſuch an unexpected Turn, and all the Deſigns of 
 Polirick and powerful Adverſaries unravel'd at once; 
and Europe ſnatch'd from Slavery, and the Proteſ- 
tant World from Spiritual Bondage, Papal Tyran- 
ny, groſs Idolatry and Error, or barbarous Perſe- 
5 cution, in the wonderful Eſcape of Britain. © 


AND if we look back to the State of things at 
the time of our Deliverance, we ſhall eaſily ſee 
how juſt theſe Senti ments were. For to touch only 
on the latter (which was by much the greateſt of 
the two) how dreadful were Mens Apprehenſions 
in that Juncture, and how juſt as well as dreadful. 
Blood ſo prodigally ſhed in the et; a Power of 
diſpenſi ing with Laws claimed and exerciſed; Char- 
ters demanded and reſigned; Property rendred 

recarions ; an High Commiſfion- Court erected to 
Jumbie or ruin thoſe who opened their Mouths 
againſt Popery; Freemen diſpoſſeſſed of their Poſ- 
ſeſſions and Franchiſes, without any juſt Pretence 
in the World; and an 1jþ Army brought over 
to diſpirit a free People, and Dragoon us into 
Slavery, and falſe Religion; whilſt a neighbouring 
Prince, who had extirpated what they call the 
Northern Hereſy, in his ow Dominions, was ready 
with val Ar rmies Fog Treaſure fo farce" 2 
; f War 5 
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lign, and prepare Chains for all Europe, gave ever 
Man deſponding Thoughts at, ae ke ay 
had not Gop wonderfully interpoſed, Deliverance 
ſeemed impoſſible, And well might ſuch an unex- 
pected Change tender the Body of the People 
lle them that dreamt. 

Ar this diſtance of time from the Een though 
we. can't paint either the Diſtreſs. or Salvation, as 
ſtrong and lively as they then appeared, yet how 
great doth every thing look in the whole. .. Great 
Danger and Diſtreſs ſuddenly ſcattered and blown 
away, and great Deliverance. attempted almaſt 
againſt _— and effected beyond all Expectation. 
A Deliverance, by which at preſent we remain ea 
Free People, in the Poſſeſſion of moſt Excellent 
Laws, and the beſt Civil Conſtitution in the World, 
in which the Extremes of Confuſion and Tyranny 
are moſt happily avoided, and what is more, of the 
True Religion, Free. from all the Groſs Errors, 
and Corruptions of the Popiſh Faith, and Wor- 
hip, and that Spiritual Bondage in which moſt 
Nations of Europe are held, and under which many 
of them Groan,. whilſt too many Among; ourſelyes 
oom to Long for it. 

Fon ſuch a Deliverance we are this "Hin met 
together to give thanks to Gop. | A Deliverance 
in all the Circumſtances very wonderful. A De- 
liverance from frightful and immigent Danger, 
reſolutely undertaken, and happily atcheived, 
with ſuch ſudden Qverthrow of Tyrannical Pow- 
er, and at the Colt of ſo few — and ſo little 
Blood, that - Poſterity will admire the Relation, 
and a Fact fo extraordinary i in all Circumſtances, 
would. hardly gain Credit in Story, were it nat 
that Events have ſince happened, that, if it be 
poſſible, are more Prodigious. 

Fox how ſoon was the Deliverance itſelf Tel 
ſened 3 Mens Anne , the = 
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_ thor of the Mercy forgotten, and the Glorious 
Inſtrument embarraſſed and oppoſed, in almoſt all 

fave? And we have lived to hear his Name be- 
ſpattered, his Undertaking reproached, his Reign 
over us condemned as Uſurpation, and all his 
Glorious Deſigns to ſecure our Bleſſings, loaded 
with Calumny and Curſes. We have lived to ſee, 

| Men ſo mad on their Deſtruction, as to rail at 
their Deliverer, and revenge themſelves upon him 
*with the virulence of their Tongues, when in all 
other Reſpects he is out of the reach of their Ma- 
lice, and this only for being the Inſtrument of 
Preſerving to them the two moſt. Valuable En- 
joyments in the World, Pure Religion and Civil Li- 
4 E have heard the Glorious Revolution flan- 
dered as a Rebellion, our eſcape from the two 
worſt Evils in this World, Tyranny, and - Falſe 
Religion eſteemed a judgment, and the Security 

of all that is Valuable by the Succeſſion of the 
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preſent Reigning Family to the Throne, accounted 
an Entail of Plagnes and Curſes. We have ſeen 
Allies betrayed, the Faith of Treaties broken, the 
prodigious Succeſſes of eight Glorious Campagnes, 
that are hardly to be equalled in Story, flung away, 
and the Honour of the Nation proſtituted, to pave. 
the way back to the Bondage and Thraldom we 
had eſcaped, nay, and Majeſty itſelf brought up- 
on the Stage, to give Sanctions to Deceit, and by 
Words without Meaning, or with a, Double one, 
to cover over Deſigns that were too ſcandalous to 
appear. We have ſeen theſe Nations brought to 
the very Brink of the Precipice, and juſt ready to 
tumble into all the Miſchief and Mifery, from 
whence Gop then ſo wonderfully ſnatch'd them; 
and what is more prodigous, our own Hands em- 


|  ployed-to bring this Ruin upon ourſelves ; and the 
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Body wy, the People of England fond of thoſe very 5 


Maxims, and Meaſures, that brought us into Dan- 
ger heretofore, and made the Hazardous Attempt 
of that Glorious Man, Wiliam ul, ſo neceſſary 
for our Preſervation.” | 

Nar, ſince Gop was leaſed: to break the Snare, 


by bringing our preſent Sovereign to the Throne ; 


we have ſeen the moſt Sacred Oaths taken down, 
and vomited up again at once, we have ſeen the 
moſt Scandalous Inſults, and Outrage offered to 
Magiſtrates, and the moſt Riotous Diſorders com- 


mitted, by the trueſt Friends to good Government, 


and the greateſt Lovers of Order in the World, if 


you tale their own Words for it. We have ſeen the 


Seats of the Muſes, and Seminaries of Religion and 
Learning, made Scenes of Miſrule and Tumult, 


and the Center of Rebellion. We have ſeen Peo- 


ple of the moſt Paſſive Principles in the World, 
give way to' Nature in ſpite of Principle, and firſt 
in Riots and Mobs inſult the Friends of the Go-. 
vernment, and tear down Religious Edifices, and 
afterward appear in open Rebellion againſt a Sove- 
reign, to whom they had in a moſt Solemn Man- 
ner ſworn Allegiance ; and this. with an Intention to. 
bring a Bigot to Popery, and a Pupil of Zews XIV 
to the Throne, to ſecure the Church of England 
as by Law eſtabliſhed, from, I know not what, 
they knew not what, Imaginary Dangers. 
Was there ever a Conduct more abſurd than 
this, unleſs the Men that a& this Part, really mean. 


Popery? As too many do, who ever ſince the Re- 


volution have been propagating Popiſh Principles, 
even * thoſe, which if once entertained , would | 
quickly make way for all the reſt? ; 

Bur as for thoſe who really abhor Popery, was 


ever any Conduct more S: upid, or any Meaſures 
more 
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more Tnconſiltent > Is it not putting themſelves: ins 
to the very Mouth of Danger, to eſcape it? Run- 
ning upon the Point of a Sword, to avoid the 
harmleſs Noiſe of a Pot-gun ? Is ic not being 
ſcared out of their Wits by Imagivary Dangers, 
that they may be thrown upon the moſt dreadful 
of all Real ones? 

Bur View it in the Light of this Example i in the 
Text, and was ever Behaviour more ſcandalouſly 
ungrateful? Is it thus Exgliſomen pay their Thanks. 
to Goo their Great Deliverer, and the Glorious In- 
ſtrument he employed, when they forget, or what 
is worſe, remember with ſlight and contempt the 
Deliverance he gave us, and reproach and con- 
demn all the neceflary Meaſures taken to effe& 
it? May not Gop juſtly ſpeak to. theſe Ingrates, 
as to {frael of old, Do ye thus requite the LORD, 
ye Fooliſh People and Unwiſe ? 3 

Lr us look back a little, oh! that we could: * 
perſuade our deluded Fellow Citizens to look back, 
on the diſmal Effects that had followed, if our 


Enemies could heretofore have finiſhed their Deſigns. 


If af Prince Rigid in his own Temper, and to the 
laſt degree bigotted to his Religion, had made 
himſelf Abſolute, and by an Ji Army terrified. 
us into Submiſſion : All our valuable Civil Rights 
muſt have been yielded up to his Pleaſure, and 
his. Will have taken place in room of all thoſe 
excellent Laws, that are now the Meaſure and 
Guard of our Property: And his Religion muſt 
have been forced upon us, by the Merciful Me- 
thods of Popiſþ Converſion, that is, by Racks, and 
Gibbets, and Gridirons, by Aue, Maſſacre, and 
Apoſtolical Dragoons, = 
A Religion, that would perſuade us to renounce 


Reaſon and common Senſe, to become the more 
Neritorius Believers. © 
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0 would put us upon offering up the Wor- 
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= Religion, that vu have us fling way our 
Bibles; that we may be tied up in Matters of 
Faith to the Deciſions of Popes and Councels, 
and part with our own Underſtandings, that we 
may boldly, 7. e. blindly follow the infallible Con- 


— 


duct of Theirs. 


A Religion, that advances Humane Tradition, 
nay, the Stupid Traditions of Blind and Barba- 
rous, Ages, into equal Authority with the Holy 
Scriptures, which yet they acknowledge to be dic- 


rated by the Spirit of T ruth, and written un- 


der his Inſpiration. 
A Religion, that makes Lend the Mother of 
Devotion, and in dire& Defiance to common 


Senſe, and the plain and peremptcry * Deciſion of 


Gop himſelf, would have us Worſhip Him in an 
Unknown Tongue. 

A Religion, that makes it neceſſary to Chriſtia- 
nity to believe Tranſubſtantiation, or the wonderful 
Converſion of the Bread into the very Body, and 
the Wine into the very Blood of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt in the Holy Supper, which if we could be- 


lieve, muſt deſtroy all the External Evidence of 
Chriftianity, viz. Miracles; for Miracles being an 
Appeal to our Senſes, could be of no Service at 
all if our Senſes are not to be credited in ſo plain 
a Caſe. Nay this very Principle would leave 
us in doubt whether there be any ſuch thing 
as a Bible, nay, or any real Being in the World: 
For if 1 muſt not believe that to be Bread, which 
by Secing, Smelling, Taſting, and Handling, 1 


know to be ſuch, I cannot be ſure, but T am under 


a continual Deluſion in the Exerciſe of all my Fa- 
culties, and only Act, and Speak, and Walk, nay 
Eat, and Drink, and Exiſt only in a Dream. 

A Religion, that in Conſequence of the foregoing 
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ſhip of Latreia, that which themſelves tell us is 
appropriate to the moſt High God, to a+ meer 
Creature, nay, an Inanimate Creature; for ſuch 
Bread is. And that is Bread, which they call the 
Hoſitie, and would have thus adored, if any, ar all 
Hur Senſes are to be believed, and we can be ſure 
there is any ſuch thing as Bread in the World. 

A Religion, that makes Angels and the Spirits of 
Saints departed Objects of Religious Worſhip, at 
leaſt ſo far as to pray to them, when God every 
where in Holy Scripture challenges all Religi- 
ous Worſhip to himſelf, and never once allows, 
much leſs requires any, ſuch Worſhip to be 
paid to them; nor can we be at any Certainty, 
that Peter, or Paul, or the Bleſſed Virgin, or any 

particular Soul, Angel, or Archangel, can hear 
any Praiſes we offer up.to them. And when in the 
mildeſt Senſe, if they only would have us pray to 
them to pray for ns, they Intrench on the Rer 
deemer's Office, by uſing any other Interceſſor 
with the Father, without the leaſt Footſtep of 
ſach a Practice, or any Doctrine that can give 
Countenance to it, in Holy Scripture. BY 
A Religion, that would piece out the Satisfac- 
tion made by Chriſt for Sin, with humane Satis- 
factions, i. e. voluntary Auſterities of their own, 
or Penances enjoined by the Prieſt, and ſo highly 
derogate from the value of his Sacrifice. | 

A Religion, that hath firſt without any Founda- 
tion in Scripture, contrived a Purgatory to cleanſe 
them: who have paſſed out of the World, without 
making ſatisfaction for their Sins in this Life, and 
then contrives that Maſles, Indulgences, and the 
ſuperabundant Merit of the Saints, ſhall be ſet to 
Sale, to buy them out. 1 4 1-4 

A Religion, that Cloths a meer Man with unli-. | 
mited Authority, and makes Monſters of Men 
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A Religion, that in "Defiance of our Lonp's own 
Command, deprives the People of the Sacred Cup, 
and then in Defiance of their Senſes, would force a 
Belief upon them, that they drink the Blood of 
Chriſt when they ſwallow the Wafer, that is to 
ſay, that to eat and to drink is one and the ſame 
Thing. And What i is worſe than all this, if worſe 
can be, 

A Religion, thar deere for all the Methods of 
Knavery, Violence, Barbarity and Cruelty, to 
ſpread and propagate it, and 60 or the Deſtruction of 
every thing that ſtands ti the way of its Intereſts, 
Witneſs the Croiſades, Maſſacres, Aſſaſſinations, 

Inquiſit ions, Bloody Edicts, and Buſy Plots, by 
Which they have in all Ages endeavoured to ruin, 
and extirpate all, who have declared againſt their 
Groſs Errors, 2nd Scandalous SIPs: Ia 
Word, 

A Religion, that would have us do any Evil that 

1 good may come of it, and reckons that the greateſt 

» 38 Good, that would be moſt for the Prieſts Gain and 

5 Advantage. Would have us play the Devil to promote 

| Religion ; and not only calls for Fire from Heaven 
4 in a fit of extreme Zeal, but as if Divine Revenge 
{8 | were too ſlow, would in its Comman Tem- 

. per be always keeping Fires in on Earth, and firſt 

4 the Bodies of Heretics to Aſhes, and then de- 

liver over their Spirits to unquenchable Fire. 

Tus is a ſhort and imperfect Sketch of that De- 
teſtable Religion, a Nouble Deliverance from which 
we this Day Commemorate, ä 

Bur have we been grateful to Gop as we ſhould 
for ſuch a Deliverance > Do nor thoſe who look 

upon it as a great and wonderful Salvation, yet fail 

in their Returns of grateful Love and Duty? And 

how many are there amongſt us that come up to 

the guilty and infamous Character of my Text, "ow 
and exceed it. far? Who have forgotten Gan... 
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viled and curſed the Memory of the Hero by whom 


he did it, and done all that lay in their power to 


defeat all rhe Meaſures taken by him to preſerve us 
from like danger for the fature? Do not many à- 


mong us ſeem to court the Danger, and give broad 


Intimations of a Liking to this Corrupt Religion? 
Have not ſeveral written for a Coalition with the 
' Gallican Church? And is it not, by their Artifice 
and Authority, got into the Mouths of the Vulgar, 


Better be a Papiſt than a Presbhyierian; Though if 


they are Proteſtants themſelves, they differ from 
Papiſts in all the important Articles I have men- 
tioned, and many more, whereas they differ only 
from Presbyterians about Rites and Ceremonies 


which themſelves own cannot mend the Worſhip, 
nor recommend the Worſhipers, and the External 
Polity of the Church, whilſt they agree in all the 
Eſſential Articles of Chriſtian Faith, Warſhip ard Prac- 
tice ? And yet, is it better be a Papiſt than a Pre 
byterian ? that is, than a Proteſtant ; tor Engliſh Presby- 
terians agree with foreign Proteſtants in all the Arti- 
cles, wherein they differ from the Engliſ Church; nay 
than a Chriſtian ; for all that-Presbyterians aim at, 
is to have the Bible Religion, take place, or pure 
Chriſtianity, as there deſcribed, without any Hu- 
mane Mixtures, Additions ard Inventions. What 
then can this Popular Cry mean, but that thoſe Who 
encourage 1t, are in their Hearts downright Papiſts, 
or downright Enemies to all Religion? And yet to 
ſerve a Turn, they have the face to make the Agree» 


ment of the Presbyterians with ſome Papiſts, in ſome 


Principles as to Civil Government, the moſt odious 
part of their Character. Though they agree with, 
them no farther than ſach eminent Defenders of the 


Engliſb Church, as Bilſon, and Hooker, and Hoadly, 
than almoſt all the Civilians and Lawyers in the World, 
- whether in Popular Governments or Monarchies, by 
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Ax do not theſe Men hold the ſame, or at leaſt 
- practiſe by this Principle, however they decry it, 
and that upon very {lender Provocations, and with- 
- out» making any Difference between Princes in the 


Lineal Succeſſion, or thoſe out of it, when they are 


but ſuſpected of bearing hard on them? If K. George 
be not a Jure Divino King, againſt whom they have 


-openly rebelled, or openly at leaſt declared their Re- 


| bellious Inclinations, K. James II. was upon their 
own Principles, and yet they invited a Foreigner to 


invade his Dominions, ſeized on his Garriſons and 
Stores, contributed their Help to dethrone him, 
and made a Merit for a while of what they had done, 
and excluded the Diſſenters from having any ſhare 
in the Glory of the Revolution. And could they ſer 
their Fondling on the Throne, would be as ready to 
Ay in his Face as in his Pretended Father's, if they 
were not humour'd by him in all their Inclinations. 


This Iwill be bold to ſay, that whatever Merit 


there may be in the Loyalty of their Principles (and 
they are fitted, I own, to flatter weak and wicked 
Princes) they never outdid thoſe, they accuſe in 
Loyal Practice and Behaviour In Affection and 


Zeal to any Prince who protected them, nor in Pa- 
tience and Submiſſion to any who oppreſſed them. 


Bur of this enough. I would only add, that I 
do not ſpeak this to inſult and provoke, or to ſtir up 
your IIl-will againſt your Brethren, and fellow Citi- 
zens. It would rejoice my Heart to ſee them con- 
vinced of the Error of their Conduct, and brought 
to pay due Thanks to Gop for the former Delive- 
rance, and ſit eaſy under the preſent Wiſe and Gra- 
cious Adminiſtration. To fee that wicked Spirit 
that hath ſo long prevailed among us, and been with 
ſo much Art and Induſtry maintained, at laſt caſt 
out, and a better Spirit every where prevail. To 
ſee the moſt blind, and mgſt inveterate Enemies of 
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before you, to urge your Pity, and engage your; 
Prayers for them, not to provoke you to any thing 
of the ſame Spirit or Carriage which you ſo juſtly _ 
deteſt in them. To cure or reclaim them, would: 
be a vain Attempt in me, an Undertaking againſt 
all Hope. But the Great Gop hath all Hearts in 
his Hands, and can turn them as he pleaſes. Oh! 
may he remove the Spirit of Slumber, and ſtill the _ 
Spirit of Rebellion, and caſt out the Spirit of Diſ- 
cord, and pour out upon us a Spirit of Religion and 
Humanity, of Peace and Mutual Charity, and make 
us all to know what is our Intereſt and Duty, and to 
purſue and practiſe it, and then may we hope that 
our Land ſhall be ftill a Praiſe even to the ends of the © 
Earth. . 5 c : 
Bur as for ourſelves, let us not reproach others 
with their Faults, but ſearch out and correct our 
own. The Deliverances we have had, have been great 
and diſtinguiſning: we own and avow it. Let us be 
truly thankful to Gop, and remember with Honour 
the Inſtrument employed by him to work Salvation 
for us, and tranſrffit his Name with due Reſpect to 
our Poſterity. Let us keep up a juſt Deteſtation of 
the Popiſh Religion, and above all things live up to 
the Obligations of our own, viz. Peace and Uncor- 
rupted Chriſtianity. Let us walk uprightly with Gop 
in all Relations, and endeavour to be good Chriſti- 
ans, Citizens and Subjects. 
Tux preſent Reigning Family, may properly be 
looked on as the Family of our former Deliverer, at 
leaſt by Adoption. Let us ſhew ourſelves grateful to 
Gop and Him, by our Good-will to Them. Our pre- 
ſent Sovereign came, we hope, to finiſh that Delive- 
rance he begun, and muſt by his own Conduct be re- 
commended to the Love and Veneration of any Peo- 
ple that can taſte the Happineſs of Good Govern- 
ment: Let us value and honour him, let us pray for 
his Life, Safety and Proſperity. Let us ſnow our- 
ſelves, by our Zeal and Affection for his Family, and 
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their Inecrefts, to be truly ſenſible of the Bleſlings of 
his Reign. And above all things, let us pray and 
2 ro have ſound Religion revive among us, that 
it may appear Gov is not forgotten by us, leſt he 
give us up again into the Power of them chat hate us, 
deliver us up to be deſtroyed of one anorher, or him- 


ſelf rake Vengeance on us as a FIT meorrigible, 
and there be none to deliver, by 
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IT H grateful Heart, and 4 * 

2 the LokD o Gop rejoice, | 

Our _ Place in Ages paſt, © = att... 

Aud ſtill we hype his 7X {ball laſt. nor. 

WHEN Plots, urap d up in ehick Dilguſe, LOO. 
Mere out of reach to bumane Eyes n 


He did the ſecret Scene diſcloſe, 
And break the Meaſures of our Foes. 


WHEN Armies back'd licentious Might, © 
And threaten'd every Law and Rigi: 
He to our Help an Hero ſem, e . 

The hovering AM: [chief to prevent. 


HE came, and Lawleſs Power gave way; 
He ruld with juft and gentle fway : 4 
And, ſafe to hand our Ble/ings down, 
On Royal GEORGE entail d the Croun: 
AND [at ue, LO RD, prope fo. ingrates 
As to requite this 3 with Hate? 


Forget or blur the Hero's Name, 
Or thy Salvation ence defame ? 


OH, mn ! Whatever others do, 
We'll Lee the glorious Scene in View ; 
And W1LLl1iam's Name ftill Dear ſhall be, 
Eu all the Praiſe aſcrib d to Thee. 
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